
 

 

For 131 years young people have had life-changing experiences at Mennonite 
Collegiate Institute. In this Christ-centered environment, students have 
received a quality education, formed lasting friendships, and grown in faith and 
faithfulness. Our alumni have gone on to significant roles of service and 
leadership in the church, local community and the wider world.  

2020 was a crucial year for MCI. Successive years 
of financial deficits raised questions regarding 
the school’s viability and mission. Discussions 
with key stakeholders have affirmed MCI’s 
existing Mission Statement and Four Core 
Values: Service Learning, Peace Building, 
Community & Belonging, Servant Leadership.  

We thank God for many signs of hope as we face 
the future.  

Donor support increased substantially in the past 
year, and the school posted a modest surplus for 
the first time since 2016. Student enrolment in 
September 2020 was up 33% from the year 
before. We have been able to retain and attract 
staff who are deeply committed and highly 
capable.   

The COVID-19 pandemic posed many challenges 
for MCI, as it did for every other ministry. We 
relied heavily on God’s grace and sought 
inventive approaches to achieve our mission in a 
situation quite unlike any we had encountered 
before.  

Our spacious campus and relatively small 
student population, allowed us to continue to 
offer a more personal educational experience. 
Prior to the pandemic, MCI had already been 
utilizing Google Classroom as a platform for 
learning. The transition to online learning was 
much easier as a result. This fall, MCI 
implemented W.I.L.D. Wednesdays (Weekly 
Independent Learning & Discipleship) into the 
weekly schedule. These days are designed to 
cultivate the skills students require to thrive 
during remote learning and in the post-
secondary world.  

Unfortunately, Gerald Barkman, who began as 
principal in August 2019, stepped down in March 
2020 due to health concerns. The Board 
appointed Harold Schlegel to lead the school as 
Executive Director. He works closely with Toby 
Wiens (Teaching Principal), Paul Peters (Student Life 

& Recruitment Director) and Ryan Potter (Finance & 

Administration Director). 

Your congregation’s support is crucial to our 
ongoing ministry. Thank you.

 

Please pray for MCI as we seek to continue our mission shaping young people for lives of service and 
leadership in God’s Kingdom. Visit www.mciblues.net for more information about MCI. You can also 
follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 

 

http://www.mciblues.net/

